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In a lesson the other day I reminded everyone to write home once a week . wo, to 
s~t a n example, here I go again . Take no more than 2 minutes of your llilua le time 
to re ad this. 

For my heart ' s sake I'm still supposed to walk 1/2 hour morning and evening . So 
f~r our record is 2 morninqs and 1 evening . Just now we walked for almost an hour 
anc did Zion ("hace r Sian")· The idea is to c ltivate "un area" ("sector," in Chile, 
by being friendlv, sociable and helpful--uli thout any direct prosel/ting at first . 
Ea y to do, yet hard. For example: Now I feel we should have been unhesitatingly 
direct l!l i th the future Relief S ciety president and her first counselor--two olnRr 
ladies abou t our age with lovely, p8acefu countenances and friendly smiles. A_SO, 
we need greater skill in entering people's personal space and crumblin9 the crust 
of their reserve . As we returneri, a little 4-wheel vehicle like an enclosed motor
cyc e stalled at the intersection almost in front of the ~lTC . As the _ig t changed 
and B startqd to cross, 8 husky ma n passed by, twisting his body away so as not to 
se8 a felloLJ citizen in distress . So I had the blessing of pushing t e thing across 
the main avenue (Oi hao) in time to beat speeding traffic from the other way . I 
offered mv servic8s to help get it going but the driver declined with a smile . Be
lieve me, I rea ly wanted to, and bet I could have found the problem . But can you 
see Mom , in dispair , Htching me get my best clothes all greasy? 

Why did the fine-looking young man deny me the pleasure of service? I had the dis
tinct impression that he , didn't uant to be beholden, feel ob igated to do something 
in return . (On the other hand , maybe h8 didn ' t ~Jant me to wreck his mac hine, uhich 
had (J b ~uti f~l BMW motor . ) The idea, though , is not to return the favor to me but 
to pass;~o~~on~ else , nnd so on and on until kindness and helpfulness reverbe;;te 
around the LJorld. l:Ji th greater skill , as taught in our new r·1TC materials, I might 
have overcome his reticRnce a nd we could havp ~lBcome eternal friends . Anyway , I 
WAS ldef1ring my p. rlca (l1 ame tag nnd I think hr ' knew I was a missionary. In Argp.n
ti na thfJ "Zion" p ro ~]ram uJas qui te successful :r'n somp. Eln~as. Oh, I forgot the part 
about our missio nar i es . Without our knoJing it , a group of them had been watching 
from a sGcond- story window . When we came down the sideLJalk they started cheering 
a nd applaurling, happy to see their president set an example. (Or WArB they applaud
ing Mom , because of their lovA for her?} 

Every time we e C3 t a nec-tarine ue think of Ann~ , since she likes them so much . We 
t ink a lot of Anna! l~e think of Anna a lot! One day as we knelt to pray, I thoug~ 
of Howard , my dad, and how he would pray for everyone by name . It's just not the 
same to generalize and say "our children," "our grandchildren. 1I So I prayed, "Te 
damos graci ns por John, Marjean, Wendy , Anna, Teresa, Carolyn y Alicn'l a nd we both 
had to wipe away our tears . As soon ElS we can Qet e nough boxes of KleenHx, we'll 
name a ~ l of our grandchildren, brothers and sistars and in-lal0s et ale We 're so 
thankful for al l of you! . 

Yesterday we practicRd making 81 primar contacto (first contact) . In the Provo MTC 
he missionari r s ha ve to sinu ate it, s~itching the roles o~ contact and mission~ry. 

In Sa ntiago, with its 4 million inhabi tants, we rio the real thing. Merrill hEld to 
wash our clothes . I was eager to makp. fiT~t cont acts right along with the others 
(nobody mr;n ', ionpd the w rd lifo letesr l1 -- ructing) llnd also hud to tnke [oer [rjuino 
and his wheel chair in he van . I really drivR scared . Buenos Aires was worse , but 
give n my preci us cargo (11 others jamm~d in with Eld E' a nd the fact ~. r , er gUIno) 
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I have no driver ' s license Ch ad to send off our ' Ut~h licenS8S to get int8rn~tional 
o n ~s ) , I drov . far too slowly 2nd c~utiouslv -- making me a VAry dangerous rriver 
hf3rp . Wh . n tie nrr ivr.d nt our "sHctor" I IJl1 ;:) nf3si!Jn~d <1 young cOlnpnnion , just 15, 
from the Qui nta f10rmal Ward , a nd off I~J e we nt. DBv i dis amaz i ng . Uhat a k nou ledge 
of the scriptures for so~eone his age ! Surprisingly , at every door , he was too 
timid to speak first , but once we got started you ' d think he thhuqht he was the 
senior com~anion . Bpfore our first door , I felt a little timid too , but then I 
rpmembered jha t I ' m i11uCJys telling the missiontJries : I1There is no f~ar i n love ; 
but pe r fe c t love casteth out fear 'l (1 John 4 : 18) . So if we're scared , it ' s be
cause our love is far from perfect . I 0 love these people and , besides , tracting 
is challe nging and fun , especia ll y i f you try to use a dif f ere nt approach at every 
d or . There Rre so many possibilities! Wish there was time t o des c ribe a couple 
of no vel tec nioues I employed this time . AnYl1av , not a d~or uas s l ammp.d in our 
faces (I1narices"--noses/nostr':"ls , in Spa nish) , e~eryo ne listened for at east five 
minutes and U~ got invited in and i nvited back . One c()mpanionship ~ot 12 refer 
rals , be?ting us by fnr , but then they obviouslV cOlJldn't have spent as much time 
l ith each cont act as ue rHd . rJaturally , thinqs don ' t alLJavs go that well out 
"golpe nnrlo puertas ll (knocking doors , hut Chile is special . Last month the 
missionaries in the Vina del Mar Mission baptized more than 120n persons . 

Feb . 7 . Last niqht U8 had the f 2reLJell meeting for our very first , fabulous, 
group , No . 184 . What Rn emotional drain , saVing goodbye to the f irst of approx. 
48 groups tha t we ' ll have ! All of them wanted us to write something in their 
notebook and M~rrill and I loved doing it but I was exhausted by the t i me we were 
through . NoW we have about 60 missionaries to prepAre for and our facilities a re 
inBdequ2tc . IJr; ' ll hClve to squeels more double hunks into the elders ' section 
and put some in the sisters ' st udy areH , moving the tablos out . There ' s not 
enough hot water for 1/3 that number and not near ly enough toilets and showers . 
Cur ~ain cl?ssroom is much too small so we'll hav~ to use the church employees ' 
conferenc~ roo~ . 

I ' ve had to srend hours - -ev8rv f ree mome nt --updatinQ 2nd adjusting our schedule 
to conform to t he new uniform program for MTCs everywh8re Cno~ 1G in number) . Al
thou~h there are only five' new lesso ns, there is 8 much greater emphasis on prac
ticing the iscussio ns , inc reasing the time spent on this from 12 hours (h~re) to 
23 . TO~BI sturiy hours reMain the same , uJ i th some topics receiving less time nOIJ). 
HOld~ver , to be effnctive , discussion practice should take place i n groups no 
arqer th?n 12 . Us have t ree other small cln 5s rooms , unused by us thus far . 

The prohl~rn is that UE3 don't hove teachers to furm separate groups . Thp bJO 
mission presidents , S~nt~ago Nor th , Santi ago South , will le nd us some experienced 
~ission?ries to hBlp out . 

For oLir first grrJup ue had the help of 1r1 volunteers, most teAching on y one class 
and on1V tuo assistin( with discussion practice . They receiv8 no !lay but ?rp. re
imburspd for bus or subway f Are . Most 2re superb teachers and we're overjoyed to 
ha ve them . One just got married and is moving to Sa n Diego CA . Mprrill is par
ticularly grateful to Hna . Acosta for her help with the Sundny sisters' mee ting 
(same time as priesthood meeting f or the elders) ann I:.\i th classes lJhich are Plore 
or 1 e s she r res p 0 n 5 i b iIi t ~/ as" 1 apr R s i oe n t a . II H n a . A cos t a jus t fin ish e d her 
mission (S antiago r~or t ~l ) nnd unfortunately uJ".l rrobably have a full-time job 
withi n a short time . Som~o f our teachers can come during the afternoon , whRn ue 
need them most , but others are available-only on SIJn~AV or in the evening . 

nur situation reminds m8 of a sign , in English , t hat we saw i n a seco nd-story 
window of ~ school on r1r:lY : "H[LP! II [!le ' ll make it this time, we have no doubt , 
but if our groups keep getting larger , some ch anges will have . to be made . For 
one thing , we ' ll need bigger , ~~ r o nger hearts . They ' ve almost burst with joy 
alreaoy from being with a muc~ smaller group of just 24 . 

Evey- loving Mom A~d Dad I Merrill ~ J~ ndell 


